China Interest Meeting
On Tuesday Jan. 27, 2009 Dr. Song Yang of the US-China Cultural & Educational Foundation will be at Lake Braddock to discuss the invitation for the High School Band to participate in a performance tour of China. At this time details of the possible trip will be discussed. This includes itinerary, travel arrangements, housing, meals, costs, performance venues, cultural exchange opportunities, and sightseeing. If you are interested in receiving detailed information concerning this opportunity please join us in the Little Theater Tuesday evening January 27 at 7:30pm.
You will also have the opportunity to ask questions and here information concerning ideas that are being considered relative to raising funds to help lower the cost of this venture. If there is enough interest to make this trip a reality, we are set up to allow parents to begin making regular payments so they can minimize the budgetary impact of a few large payments. The quote for trip cost is $2,100 plus your passport and travel visa. While this amount of money is a serious consideration for every family, it is a truly extraordinary price due to the commitment of the Cultural & Educational Foundation.
We have been and will continue to be very cautious as to how we spend money. We plan carefully for the cost of everything from equipment to trips. As an example, we still only charge $65.00 for pre-school band rehearsals while some other schools charge in the hundreds of dollars. In the past we have been invited to perform in such venues as Carnegie Hall, London on New Years Day, Hawaii, the 1,000th Anniversary of Austria and at the at the Opera House in Sydney, Australia. We have not accepted these invitations because, while the events may have had merit, we did not feel that the price structure was advantageous. (The four day Carnegie Hall trip would have cost app. $1,500.00 per person.) The enclosed travel opportunity is quite different. It is still expensive, but a phenomenal value due to the financial sponsorship that is included. Not only have we being selected to participate in an event reserved for the highest quality ensembles in the country (The University of Georgia Band, The University of Kansas Band, The Colorado Children's Choir, and currently, The Juilliard School of Music Orchestra), the US-China Cultural & Educational Foundation is offering to underwrite huge parts of the expenses that would normally be involved in such a performance tour.
Please visit the website www.us-chinaCEF.org, and give some serious thought to the idea of pursuing this truly once in a lifetime opportunity. Though the invitation says the Foundation will be contributing $500 per traveler, they will in fact contribute far more, through publicity, performance venue fees, and covering other expenses associated with such an undertaking. Again, the cost is significant, but Far below what one would expect to pay for plane fares, hotel, food, sightseeing, etc. for such a 9-10 day trip. The exact payment schedule cannot be put in place until we find for sure that there is enough interest in this opportunity to make it functional. The invitation says Marching Band, and all are welcome. However, several of the performances will also be concert venues, so it will be necessary to have balanced, functional sections within the concert bands in order to make this work. We cannot travel this far and accept this type of performance responsibility if we are not able to do it well. (I am also in the process of ascertaining the number of non-performing adults that we will be able to include.)
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