Lake Braddock Middle School Band
Band Grading Policy and Expectations

The Lake Braddock Middle School Bands can achieve excellence only through the dedication and commitment of each of its members.  In order that we may be able to maintain high standards of performance, it is essential that all members thoroughly acquaint themselves with the policies of the Band Department.  

Every member of the Lake Braddock band program will receive a grade for each reporting period.  A music student may expect the highest achievement grade when he/she adheres to the following expectations:

Band Grading Policy

Each quarter grade will be evaluated on the following criteria:



25%
Rehearsal Skills

25%
Class Participation


25%
Performance



25%
Practice Card
Rehearsal Skills (25%)  All members will:

· Conduct themselves with self-control and proper etiquette at all times during rehearsals and performances.    

· Show proper respect to the Director or any other person in charge of instruction.

· Only play instruments at appropriate times. 

· Sit with proper posture (i.e. feet flat on the floor, back straight, on the front of the chair) with instrument held in proper playing position.

· Have their instrument with required accessories, music, including method books, scale sheets, and sheet music, and a pencil for class each day.

· Listen and not create distractions while instructions are given, or while others are playing. 

· Pay attention and know where to start in the music without being told a second time.

· Be able to listen to musical instructions and then attempt to implement them.

· Have a pencil and mark parts when instructed. 

· Not wear hats, chew gum, or consume food or drink in the band areas. 

Class Participation (25%)  All members are expected to participate in all rehearsals and performances.  After-school rehearsals will be announced with advance notice so that students will be able to arrange their schedules to meet the required rehearsals.   All members are expected to be prompt in reporting to rehearsals, performances and all other activities relating to participation in the group.  
Please note that in any situation where the student will miss a performance or rehearsal, the courtesy of a parent notification by phone or written note two weeks in advance is expected and appreciated.
Excused Absences from Performances/Rehearsals
· Personal Illness 

· Death in the family

· If extenuating circumstances do occur, exemptions will be reviewed by the Director only in advance of the performance.
· School sponsored activity (under special circumstances) only as approved in advance by the director.
· Students will be given the opportunity to make-up missed assignments 
Unexcused Absences:
· Performances/Rehearsals missed due to unexcused absences may not be made-up and will be reflected as such in overall grade.


Performance (25%)  All members should be able to perform any scales, method book exercises, or excerpts from sheet music that have been assigned. Student performance will be evaluated in both formal concerts and daily rehearsal activities.

Students must demonstrate an acceptable performance on the following:

Notes

Rhythms
Articulations

Dynamics
Tone

Balance
Blend

Intonation
Musicianship

Materials/Equipment:  Each member is responsible for any loss or damage of school-owned instruments or music.  Personal instruments should be maintained in excellent working condition.  All instruments should be stored in its assigned space and labeled with an identification tag.

Practice Card (25%)  All members are expected to set aside enough practice time each day to achieve high performance standards and contribute to the music-making goals of each band class.  Middle school band students will turn in a practice log each week for a grade.  

Requirements:

· Practice cards are due on the 1st class day of each week (i.e. purple/gold day).
· Practice cards turned in late will be counted as one letter grade below the grade earned.
· Students should practice a minimum of 5 days per week.
· 10 points extra credit will be given for each additional 30 minutes of practice each week. 

· Practice cards will not be accepted without a parent signature each week.

· Practice time must be kept on the issued card each quarter. A handmade card will not be accepted if the original card is lost.  Students may replace the original card by paying ten cents.

Grading Criteria:

A = 180 minutes per week

B = 150-179 minutes per week

C = 120-149 minutes per week

D = 90-119 minutes per week

F = 89 or less minutes per week
Trips Away From School

A member is always representing the Lake Braddock Band program when involved in any group activity.  Smoking, drinking, using drugs, or using profane language will not be tolerated and will be dealt with as per FCPS Regulations, by the school administration. 

All members will adhere to the expectations and policies as previously stated.  Students must turn in all required paperwork in order to attend any trips away from school.  All school and county policies for conduct are also in effect when away from school with a school organization and any incidence will be dealt with accordingly.

Event Participation and Inclement Weather Policy

All rehearsals and/or performances will be cancelled only if the county has closed the schools and cancelled all activities.  If this is not the case, members should expect to report to the appointed activity as scheduled unless contacted by phone.

Auditions

There will be several auditions throughout the year to determine seat placement and/or performance group placement. Most auditions will also serve as a performance grade.   

Uniforms/Combination Locks
Each member is to have the required uniform for each performance.  Individuals are responsible for the rental of tuxedo pants, shirt, cummerbund and bow tie through the LBSS Band Department.  Information on the fee for this rental will be given to each member at the start of the school year.  Members must also provide black dress shoes and black socks (boys) or black hose (girls).  Students not in proper performance attire may be excluded from the performance.

There will be a rental fee of $32.00* per student that will cover the rental cost of the following:



Tuxedo pants (boys)



Concert skirt (girls)

Cummerbund/bow tie

Combination lock (school issued – no personal locks!)

Each new student will also purchase a tuxedo shirt for $18.00* which is the student’s to keep for subsequent years in the program. Students returning from the previous year, will not be assessed this fee as long as they still have their shirt. 
Checks need to be made payable to the “Bruin Band Boosters”
Private Transportation

Unless specified for the entire group, no private transportation will be allowed going to an event.  All students must ride the bus.  A student may return with his/her parents only if the director is notified in advance with a written note from the parent. 
District Events

Participation in District Band, Solo and Ensemble, and Concert Festival will be required at the discretion of the director.

Private Instruction

Although not mandatory, instruction with a private teacher is advised and strongly recommended.  Please refer to the Lake Braddock Private Teacher list for reputable and approved teachers for your instrument.

After-school Rehearsals

At various times throughout the school year, after-school rehearsals are necessary.  All members will be given prior notification in writing and are expected to attend these rehearsals.  Please refer to the attendance policy for absences.

Summer Band Camp

Lake Braddock middle school band members have a chance to continue playing over the summer by attending the middle school band camp.  Information will be mailed to each student’s home in the spring.  We hope that you will take advantage of this great opportunity.

Commitment is Important

Just as we, the music staff of Lake Braddock, expect a high level of commitment from students, we commit to our students to do all that we can to provide the best learning environment.  We want to serve our students.  With the support of the students, family and community, we shall achieve our goals and know the joy that comes with dedication, commitment and excellence in musicianship.

Questions/Concerns regarding the above policies may be addressed by contacting the teacher(s) listed below:
Louis C. Bean



Michael C. Luley

Patrick L. Smith
703-426-1075



703-426-1076


703-426-1029
lcbean@fcps.edu


MCluley@fcps.edu

plsmith1@fcps.edu
“Music is the universal language of mankind” – Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Please Detach and Return to your Director by the Due Date!

Student Commitment

I have read and understand the expectations and grading policies which govern membership in the Lake Braddock Secondary Middle School Bands, and I am confident that I have the ability and sense of responsibility to carry out what is required in order to become a fine musician and a contributing member of the group.






________________________________________________






Student Signature




Date

Parent Commitment

We have read and understand the expectations and grading policies which govern membership in the Lake Braddock Secondary Middle School Bands.  We are aware of the importance of the responsibility required as a member of the Lake Braddock Middle School Bands and we will help our student to meet his/her obligations to the group.  We will also communicate any problems or circumstances which may arise that would in some way hinder our student and their success in the band program.






________________________________________________






Parent/Guardian Signature



Date

